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Ghent

This route is offered to you by Discovering 
Belgium

Length: 4.39  km

Ascent: 26  m

difficulty level: 3/10

Patershol, 9000 Ghent, Flanders, Belgium

Patershol, 9000 Ghent, Flanders, Belgium

Route description

From: Patershol, 9000 Ghent, Flanders, Belgium
To: Patershol, 9000 Ghent, Flanders, Belgium
Routing: Hiking - nicest

Place of interest

Aula

1  - Distance along route: 0.03  km

Figure 1: Aula

A few years ago, in the spring of 2000, an art-
00
91exhibition called Over the edges' was set up in 

Ghent by the international but from Belgian 
origin modern-art-gourou Jan Hoet. During that 
exhibition, the famous modern art artist Jan Fabre 
went for some "over the edges" and wrapped the 
pilars of the Aula with bacon from Ghent 
(Gandaham).
Author:
More information

Saint Nicholas Church

2  - Distance along route: 0.1  km

Figure 2: Saint Nicholas Church (Source: 
Trougnouf (Benoit Brummer))

St. Nicholas' Church  is one of the oldest and 
most prominent landmarks in Ghent, Belgium. 
Begun in the early 13th century as a replacement 
for an earlier Romanesque church, construction 
continued through the rest of the century in the 
local Scheldt Gothic style . Typical of this style is 
the use of blue-gray stone from the Tournai area, 
the single large tower above the crossing, and 
the slender turrets at the building's corners.
Built in the old trade center of Ghent next to the 
bustling Korenmarkt , St. Nicholas' Church was 
popular with the guilds whose members carried 
out their business nearby. The guilds had their 
own chapels which were added to the sides of 
the church in the 14th and 15th centuries.
Author:
More information
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Ghent

3  - Distance along route: 0.2  km

Figure 3: Ghent (Source: Michiel Hendryckx)

Ghent ; French: Gand [ɡɑ̃] , traditional English 
Gaunt) is a city and a municipality in the Flemish 
Region of Belgium. It is the capital and largest 
city of the East Flanders province, and the 
second largest municipality in Belgium, after 
Antwerp. The city originally started as a 
settlement at the confluence of the Rivers 
Scheldt and Leie and in the Late Middle Ages 
became one of the largest and richest cities of 
northern Europe, with some 50,000 people in 
1300. It is a port and university city.
The municipality comprises the city of Ghent 
proper and the surrounding suburbs of Afsnee, 
Desteldonk, Drongen, Gentbrugge, Ledeberg, 
Mariakerke, Mendonk, Oostakker, Sint-
Amandsberg, Sint-Denijs-Westrem, Sint-Kruis-
Winkel, Wondelgem and Zwijnaarde. With 
262,219 inhabitants at the beginning of 2019, 
Ghent is Belgium's second largest municipality by 
number of inhabitants. The metropolitan area, 
including the outer commuter zone, covers an 
area of 1,205 km2  and has a total population of 
560,522 as of 1 January 2018, which ranks it as 
the fourth most populous in Belgium. The current 
mayor of Ghent, Mathias De Clercq is from the 
liberal & democratic party Open VLD.
Author:
More information

Design Museum Gent

4  - Distance along route: 0.31  km

Design museum Gent is unique in Belgium: it 
collects and displays design objects, focusing 
mainly on the period from 1860 to the present 
day. It is housed in Hotel de Coninck, an 
impressive example of Flemish civil architecture 
from the 18th century. The salons featuring 
authentic parquet floors and wall and ceiling 

Figure 4: Design Museum Gent

panelling are decorated with a vast collection of 
stylish furniture.
There was also a new addition to the museum in 
1992, which is a sight in itself. It is a modern, airy-
looking building behind a reconstructed 18th-
century façade. The floor heights are adjustable, 
enabling the subdivision of the spaces into 
different levels.
Author:
More information

Graslei

5  - Distance along route: 0.31  km

Figure 5: Graslei

Today this medieval port with its unique row of 
historical buildings, which are reflected in the 
long river, is the meeting place par excellence. 
Young and old, inhabitant and visitor, everyone 
meets on one of the many café patios or simply 
by the water. This is the thriving heart of the 
inner city. Every house on the Graslei has its own 
history. Together they form the story of the 
incredible blossoming of Ghent’s economy during 
the Middle Ages.
Author:
More information
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Saint Michael's Church

6  - Distance along route: 0.39  km

Figure 6: Saint Michael's Church (Source: 
Antoon van Dyck)

Saint Michael's Church  is a Roman Catholic 
church in Ghent, Belgium built in a late Gothic 
style. It has rich interior decoration.
Documents from 1105 testify to the existence on 
the site of a chapel dedicated to St. Michael 
which was subordinate to another parish. The 
building was twice destroyed by fire early in the 
twelfth century and rebuilt. From 1147 it was 
recognized as an independent parochial church.
Author:
More information

Kouter

7  - Distance along route: 0.54  km

Figure 7: Kouter (Source: Donarreiskoffer)

Every day in the morning, until 1 o'clok, there is a 
flowermarket on the Kouter. Especially on 

Sunday, it's a tradition to visit this flowermarket 
for the locals. A real treat is to combine this with 
oysters and white wine, which is served at the 
blue kiosk at the east-side of the Kouter.
Author:
More information

Handelsbeurs

8  - Distance along route: 0.54  km

Figure 8: Handelsbeurs

The newest concert hall in Ghent is located along 
this square in the building of the old stockmarket. 
It was officialy inaugurated in  September 2002. 
Have a look at the foyer and the restaurant!
Author:
More information

het Pand

9  - Distance along route: 0.58  km

Figure 9: het Pand

In the year 1473, Margareta of York gave a 
gigantic financial gift to the Dominican cloister of 
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Ghent.  They decided to invest the money in a 
useful way and made a huge library with a large 
number of mideaval books in this cloister. 

Unfortunaltey, not much is left from the library 
because of the riots which took place during the 
religious reformation in Ghent. In the year 1566, 
these riots focussed on the library of the monks 
and a lot of books were thrown in the river La 
Lyse, next to the cloister. The chronics describe 
that there were so many books thrown in the 
river, you could cross the river on foot.
Author:
More information

Opera

10  - Distance along route: 0.83  km

Figure 10: Opera

The architect Louis Roelandt was appointed to 
00
91construct  Le Grand Théâtre',which later 

became the opera. He also had to create the 
neighouring streets and the courthouse. 

The piece which was allocated for the theater 
was long but particularly narrow. Therefore, he 
constructed several functional places next to 
eachother: the reception, an auditorium, the 
scene, the foyer and the concert hall. 

The front shows fabulous animals, the muses of 
music, theatre and dance.

At the other side of the street, a unified building 
in neoclassical style was also constructed, to give 
the whole a harmoniuous look.
Author:
More information

STAM

11  - Distance along route: 1.12  km

Figure 11: STAM

STAM is a heritage forum, a springboard to 
Ghent's other cultural attractions and a platform 
for an active heritage policy.
STAM presents the story of the city of Ghent on 
the Bijloke site. A permanent circuit leads visitors 
along a chronological trail of objects and 
multimedia which trace the development and 
growth of Ghent. Temporary exhibitions explore 
the concept of 'urbanity' from different angles.

Extra information:
-Individual tour
-Group tour
-Shop
-Accessible to disabled persons
-Cloakroom
Author:
More information

Sint-Barbaracollege

12  - Distance along route: 1.48  km

Figure 12: Sint-Barbaracollege (Source: Asybren)

Sint-Barbaracollege in Gent, Belgium, is a private 
Jesuit school, founded in 1833. It currently 
includes primary and secondary education.
The school is built on the location of a cloister, 
the "Sint Barbaraklooster in Jerusalem". The 
cloister was founded in 1420 for Augustinian 
nuns, closed in 1783 by order of Joseph II, briefly 
reopened but closed again during the French 
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Revolutionary War. In 1814 the building near the 
Ketelvest housed a secondary school, but that 
was closed in 1819 by order of William I who had 
opened an atheneum in the nearby buildings of 
the old Baudelo Abbey. In 1833, after the Belgian 
Revolution of 1830 the Bishop of Ghent, Jan Frans 
Van De Velde, gave the school to the Jesuits. The 
first students graduated in 1836. A school church 
was inaugurated on 6 November 1858.
Author:
More information

Boekentoren

13  - Distance along route: 1.67  km

Figure 13: Boekentoren

The famous Belgian architect Henry Vande Velde 
was born in Antwerp on april 3 1863. He created 
the even more famous Booktower or Boekentoren 
of Ghent. In 1900, he moved his working place to 
Germany. As a result, he was not trusted from 
both sides durint World War I. During the second 
World War, he was adviser for the reconstruction 
of Belgium. Due to that, he was accused of 
collaboration and left Belgium. He died in 1957 
and is burried in Switserland in Oberagen.
Author:
More information

Blandijn

14  - Distance along route: 1.84  km

The Blandijn, short for Blandijnberg, is a building 
complex of Ghent University in the Belgian city 
Ghent and directly adjacent to Boekentoren, the 
tower of the Ghent University Library. The 
Blandijn, named after the Blandijnberg hill it 
stands on, houses the Faculty of Arts & 
Philosophy. The first part of the Blandijn buildings 
was officially opened in 1960. The Blandijn 
complex is located centrally in Ghent's student 
neighborhood. There are several other university 

Figure 14: Blandijn (Source: Demeester)

buildings within walking distance of the Blandijn.
In the 1960s to 1980s, there were several 
student demonstrations at the site of the 
Blandijn. The severest demonstrations took place 
in 1969 in the wake of May 1968. Currently, the 
university is working on the renovation of 
libraries both in the Blandijn and in the 
Boekentoren. All seminary libraries within the 
Faculty of Arts & Philosophy are being centralized 
in the Rozier-building, whereas the Boekentoren 
is facing a make-over. All documents in the tower 
will temporarily be relocated to an underground 
library under the court between the Boekentoren 
and the Blandijn, the construction of which was 
finished in 2013.
Author:
More information

Ghent University

14  - Distance along route: 1.85  km

Figure 15: Ghent University (Source: Unknown)

Ghent University  is a public research university 
located in Ghent, Belgium. It was established in 
1817 by King William I of the Netherlands. After 
the Belgian revolution of 1830, the newly formed 
Belgian state began to administer the university. 
In 1930, the university became the first Dutch-
speaking university in Belgium, whereas French 
had previously been the standard academic 
language. In 1991,it was granted major 
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autonomy and changed its name accordingly 
from State University of Ghent  to its current 
designation.
In contrast to the Catholic University of Leuven or 
the Free University of Brussels, UGent considers 
itself a pluralist university in a special sense, i.e. 
not connected to any particular religion or 
political ideology. Its motto Inter Utrumque , on 
the coat of arms, suggests the acquisition of 
wisdom and science comes only in an 
atmosphere of peace, when the institution is fully 
supported by the monarchy and fatherland.
Author:
More information

Sint-Pietersplein

15  - Distance along route: 1.95  km

Figure 16: Sint-Pietersplein (Source: Gent)

Sint-Pietersplein  is a city square located in the 
south of the historic centre of Ghent, Belgium. 
The square is named after St. Peter's Abbey, 
which is located along its east side. It is Ghent's 
largest public square and a regular venue for 
cultural and sporting events, such as the annual 
Mid-Lent Fair in March. The square and its 
surrounding buildings are a protected cityscape.
Located on the south side of the Blandijnberg, 
Ghent's highest point, Sint-Pietersplein is at the 
heart of Ghent's student neighbourhood. It is 
directly adjacent to the Arts & Philosophy Faculty 
of Ghent University in the north; and leads to the 
Overpoort, known for its concentration of student 
bars, in the south. The long east side harbours 
the baroque Our Lady of St. Peter's Church and 
St. Peter's Abbey, as well as several neoclassical 
19th-century houses and the side-entrance to the 
university's Faculty of Economics and Business. 
Opposite of the church and abbey is a 
monumental staircase leading to the adjacent St. 
Amand's Square, sided by bistros and restaurants.
Author:
More information

Onze-Lieve-Vrouw Sint-Pieterskerk

16  - Distance along route: 2.07  km

Figure 17: Onze-Lieve-Vrouw Sint-Pieterskerk 
(Source: iBeakens)

The history of the church, located in the Sint-
Pietersplein, dates from the era of the abbey of 
Saint Peter, founded in 630 by Saint A...
Author:
More information

Citadelpark

17  - Distance along route: 2.16  km

Figure 18: Citadelpark

The citypark Citadelpark has a collection of about 
780 trees. A great place for a walk. This was the 
site of a fortress built by the Dutch in the 19th 
century. The relicts of that castle are rare.
Author:
More information

't Kuipke

18  - Distance along route: 2.16  km

Internationally known as the walhalla for track 
racing.
Author:
More information
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Saint Peter's Abbey

16  - Distance along route: 2.42  km

Figure 19: Saint Peter's Abbey (Source: 
AnonymeUnknown author)

Saint Peter's Abbey  is a former Benedictine 
abbey in Ghent, Belgium, now a museum and 
exhibition centre.
Saint Peter's was founded in the late 7th century 
by Amandus, a missionary sent by the Frankish 
kings to Christianize the pagan inhabitants of the 
region, who founded two monasteries in the area, 
St. Bavo's, and Saint Peter's on the Blandijnberg. 
During the winter of 879-80, the abbey was 
raided and plundered by the Normans, and it 
remained relatively poor until the 10th century, 
when donations of property and relics by Count 
Arnulf I considerably enriched it, as did further 
donations by Arnulf's cousin King Edgar of 
England. By the second half of the century it was 
the wealthiest abbey in Flanders, and the 
reputation of the abbey school extended far 
beyond the town. In 984, Gerbert of Aurillac, 
director of the cathedral school of Reims,  
inquired whether students from Reims could be 
admitted to Saint Peter's, and its renown as a 
centre of artes liberales continued into the 11th 
century. Saint Peter's, through its ownership of 
large tracts of land, also played a pioneering role 
in cultivation during the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, transforming forests, moors and 
marshes into farmland. In the fifteenth century a 
large scale programme of construction created 
the abbey library and scriptorium, enlarged the 
refectory, and the abbey church and other 
buildings were considerably beautified.
Author:
More information

Vooruit

19  - Distance along route: 3.16  km

Figure 20: Vooruit (Source: Anakinvw at Dutch 
Wikipedia)

Vooruit  is an historic complex in Ghent, Belgium. 
Vooruit was originally the festival and art center 
of the Ghent-based labor movement, with a 
ballroom, cinema, theater, etc. It is now mainly 
used for concerts and other cultural events.
Vooruit was designed by Ferdinand Dierkens and 
built between 1911 and 1914 and became a 
symbol of the socialist movement in the interwar 
period. The building is named after the socialist 
consumer organization  Vooruit  , supported by 
Edward Anseele, to protect workers against the 
instability of capitalism. There workers could eat, 
drink and enjoy culture at affordable costs.
Author:
More information

Sint-Annakerk

20  - Distance along route: 3.4  km

Figure 21: Sint-Annakerk
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The St. Anne's Church was the parish church of 
the family of writer and Nobel price winner 
Maurice Maeterlinck. When his brother Oscar 
drowned in 1891 his funeral was held here, as 
well as the funeral of his mother Mathilde van 
den Bossche. Also writer Cyril Buysse was 
present. Both are buried in a family grave in the 
cemetery of Wondelgem Dries.
Author:
More information

Geeraard de Duivelsteen

21  - Distance along route: 3.65  km

Figure 22: Geeraard de Duivelsteen (Source: 
Paul Hermans)

The Geeraard de Duivelsteen  is a 13th century 
gothic architecture building in Ghent, Belgium. It 
served as defense of the Portus Ganda, the city's 
port.
The building was built in the 13th century and 
was named after the knight Geeraard Vilain , 
second son of the fifteenth viscount of Gent, 
Zeger III of Ghent. Vilain's nickname was 
"Geeraard de Duivel" , which was based on his 
dark complexion and hair color.
Author:
More information

Bisdomplein

22  - Distance along route: 3.94  km

Figure 23: Bisdomplein

From here, between the statue of the brother Van 

Eyck and the "Vijt-chapel" of the Kathedral, a 
couple of old ladies saw a light shining in the 
chapel, at the evening of the disappearance of a 
panel of the painting of the "Lam Gods". 
Althought they thought it was strange, they 
suspected no bad and didn't inform the police. 
They continued their way to their house at the 
"Bisdomplein".

The "Vijt"-chapel was the place where the 
original painting was located. Now, a copy of the 
painting can be admired there. The original can 
be seen at the back of the kathedral in a well-
prtected place. You can reconize the "Vijt"-chapel 
easily:a white lamb has been painted on one of 
the windows.
Author:
More information

Vijdkapel

23  - Distance along route: 4.0  km

Figure 24: Vijdkapel

From here, between the statue of the brother Van 
Eyck and the "Vijt-chapel" of the Kathedral, a 
couple of old ladies saw a light shining in the 
chapel, at the evening of the disappearance of a 
panel of the painting of the "Lam Gods". 
Althought they thought it was strange, they 
suspected no bad and didn't inform the police. 
They continued their way to their house at the 
"Bisdomplein".

The "Vijt"-chapel was the place where the 
original painting was located. Now, a copy of the 
painting can be admired there. The original can 
be seen at the back of the kathedral in a well-
prtected place. You can reconize the "Vijt"-chapel 
easily:a white lamb has been painted on one of 
the windows.
Author:
More information
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Sint-Baafskathedraal

24  - Distance along route: 4.11  km

Figure 25: Sint-Baafskathedraal (Source: 
Wikipedia)

The cathedral was once no more than a small 
parish church. But nothing remains of the original 
chapel consecrated in 942. The oldest parts of 
the cathedral are two Romanesque aisles in the 
crypt. They date from 1150. When, in 1540, 
Charles V had the nearby Abbey of St Bavo 

00
92demolished to build the Spaniard s Castle, both 

the monks and their relics (including a bone from 
00
92St Bavo s upper arm) took shelter here in this 

church. When the diocese of Ghent was 
established in 1561 the church automatically 

00
91

00
92

00
91became a cathedral ( cathedra  means the 

00
92

00
92bishop s seat ). Inside the cathedral you will 

find dozens of art treasures to captivate you. In 
addition to such delights as the overpowering 
1745 rococo pulpit and a superb Rubens, this 
cathedral is privileged to be the home of the 
most important work in the history of Flemish art: 
The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb by the Van 
Eyck brothers.
Author:
More information

Belfry of Ghent

25  - Distance along route: 4.26  km

The belfrey acted as a watchtower and was 
populated by a hand-full guards. In case of fire or 
other danger, these men sound the storm bell, 
called "Klokke Roeland".

These guards were replaced later on, by  stone 

Figure 26: Belfry of Ghent

copies . You can see a set of four on the corners 
of the belrey. They became the symbol of a local 
bank "Gemeentekrediet", and where called by 
the locals as "Gemeentenaarkes".

They are also called the "pot-crappers" or 
"kanneschijters" because of the following reason: 
they had to climb about 200 stairs before they 
reached their post. Because they wre not allowed 
to leave their post, they had to find a solution for 
the "full bladder"-problem. Therefore, they took 
along a pot.
Author:
More information

Mammelokker

25  - Distance along route: 4.26  km

Figure 27: Mammelokker (Source: Wikipedia)

Above the door, you see a slightly erotic image: 
You see a squatted man sucking the breast of a 
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woman. The man with the beard is Simon who 
lived somewhere in Greece in the past. He was 
considered as one of the leaders of a riot against 
the king.
For his act, he was condemned to starvation. 

The only privilege he had was to have one daily 
visitor in the cell. Simon got each day a visit of 
his daughter "Pero". Ofcourse, the guards 
checked if she didn't smuggle food inside, but 
they never found something. Nevertheless, the 
man kept on being alive, even after several 
weeks.

The guards decided to peek through the keyhole, 
and they saw the scene represented above. The 
daughter, who just became a mother, was 
breastfeeding her father. The king, moved by the 
tale, decided to let Simon free.

For the locals, this story is called the 
"mammelokker", which is the local dialect for the 
"breast-sucker".
Author:
More information

Townhall of Ghent

26  - Distance along route: 4.28  km

Figure 28: Townhall of Ghent

At the Town Hall, one is immediately struck by 
two of its many architectural styles: on the right 
is the flaming Gothic of the early 16th century, 
on the left the much later Italian Renaissance 
style. The interior has witnessed 600 years of 
history. Groups can visit it on request.
Author:
More information

Werregarenstraat

27  - Distance along route: 4.34  km

Spraying graffiti is illegal. Although the 

Figure 29: Werregarenstraat

punishments are severe, many fronts and gables 
got colored by grafiti in Ghent. A few years ago, 
Rudy Van Quaquebeke, took the initiative to 
create a few areas where spraying graffiti was 
allowed. The Werregarenstraatje is one of these 
areas.  They even provided paint for free. 

The result was spectacular. A lot of places were 
nos uffering anymore from graffiti attacks.

Graffiti seems to be a contemporary plague, but 
at the beginning of our era, this was already a 
known phenomenon. Our Roman ancestors had 
the custom to put texts on the walls of the 

00
91towns.  The word graffiti' is coming from the 

00
91Latin graffiari', which means to scratch. This 

more new form of graffiti came over from New 
York of the years 60.
Author:
More information
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