Fun for children, outstanding castles, and 7 great reasons to explore Belgium View in
this week browser

DISCOVERING
BELGIUM

Welcome to the very first issue of Discovering Belgium — Weekly
Inspiration! Each Thursday, I'll share ideas and insights to help you
explore the fascinating country of Belgium. The newsletter is divided
into three short sections:

] Fresh on the Blog — A quick look at the latest post(s) on Discovering
Belgium.

i%i This Week's Focus — Each issue spotlights one of the 7 core topics |
explore on the blog: this week, it's castles!

7 Days, 7 Discoveries in Belgium — Hand-picked ideas for what to
see and do around Belgium this week, from trusted tourism sources
and cultural calendars.

| hope you enjoy these suggestions — and that they inspire your next
discovery.

Denzil
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Fresh on the blog

The Provincial Domains of Belgium

Looking for somewhere where children can climb, jump, and laugh in
expansive playgrounds? Where you can walk or cycle through peaceful
woods, enjoy a lakeside picnic, take a dip, or paddle a canoe?

Belgium'’s provincial domains are affordable (often free), and filled with
fun activities. I've put together this list of 42, divided per province. So
wherever you are in Belgium, there's a provincial domain near you!

Discover a Provincial Domain near you

This week's focus: Castles


https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/belgiums-provincial-domains-ideal-for-a-family-day-out/

Alden Biesen Lavaux-Sainte-Anne

One of the largest and most One of Wallonia's exceptional

impressive castle estates in heritage sites, this stunning

Europe, Alden Biesen was built chateau offers 32 furnished and

as the headquarters of a Grand decorated rooms, three small

Commander of the Teutonic museums, an attractive

Order. It hosts numerous courtyard garden, and a small

historic, cultural and touristic nature reserve. | also suggest a

activities. hike around the nearby area.

Tip: Enjoy an interactive Tip: Check out its display of

treasure hunt for young and old Venice costumes, July 26-27

# How's your Belgian Castle Bucket List coming along?

Have you explored these Top 10 Castles in Belgium yet? It's the perfect
checklist for summer road trips, scenic walks — or maybe your next
cycle tour.

Visit the Top 10

7 Days, 7 Discoveries in Belgium

1. Step into a world of blue with the Smurfs

Explore Peyo's iconic blue characters (and other Belgian comic
legends) at the Brussels Comics Museum, just in time for the new
Smurfs film. -~ More info


https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/grand-commandery-alden-beisen/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/castle-lavaux-sainte-anne/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/10-top-castles-in-belgium/
https://www.brussels-comics-figurines-museum.be/

2. Gentse Feesten in Ghent (July 18-27)
Ten days of music, theatre, food and street magic. A must-see cultural
celebration in the heart of Ghent. . Official site

3. Lose yourself in holographic dreams in Brussels

Step into surreal holographic experiences at the Museum of Infinite

Realities — an immersive blend of light, art, and technology.
Discover more

4. Follow Alice in Wonderland at Chateau de Beloeil (July 18-Aug 17)
A magical reimagining of Carroll's classic - from tea parties to the
Queen of Hearts - in one of Belgium's most elegant castles.

More details

5. Sax and the City - Dinant’s Musical Trail

Stroll through the birthplace of Adolphe Sax and admire 60 colourful,
oversized saxophones decorated by EU nations. <+ Try it out

6. Cool off this summer in the Semois River

Need to escape the heat? Enjoy a refreshing swim at one of several
approved spots in the Semois Valley — including Bouillon, Herbeumont,
and Alle. -~ Jump in!

7. Off-road scootering in the Flemish Ardennes

Craving a nature-powered thrill? Ride the trails on an off-road step
scooter in Oudenaarde - an adventurous way to explore the region's
steep climbs and scenic views. <+ Step out!

Thanks for reading

More discoveries are coming soon on the blog — including tips for
exploring Belgian cities with audio walking guides.

And in next week's issue of Weekly Inspiration, I'll be focusing on
summer hiking trails.

Until next time — happy exploring!
Denzil

Discovering Belgium
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https://theoutsidervlaamseardennen.be/en
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/
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