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Hello again!

This week I’m diving into some of Belgium’s lesser known Second

World War stories – from an “impregnable” fort to a hidden bunker in

the Ardennes – and reflecting on a migration story with striking

relevance today.

Fort Eben-Emael: 

Belgium’s “Impregnable” Fortress

Landmark moment in modern airborne warfare

In May 1940, Fort Eben-Emael was hailed as one of Europe's strongest

fortresses - until German paratroopers stormed it in a daring assault

(using gliders!)  that shocked Europe. Today you can visit its eerie
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underground tunnels and gun emplacements, and stand on the spot

where history changed course.

👉Discover how to visit Fort Eben-Emael

Walk through part of the 5 km tunnel system at Fort Eben-Emael

Hitler’s Hidden Bunker in Brûly-de-Pesche

Visit “Wolfsschlucht” (The Wolf’s Ravine)

I was surprised to discover that Hitler once directed part of the

invasion of France from a small Ardennes village. Tucked away in the

forest at Brûly-de-Pesche lies his secret wartime headquarters. A

chilling yet fascinating site that sheds light on an often-overlooked

chapter of the Second World War.

👉Step inside Hitler's bunker

Migrant Workers in Belgium

Miners and steelworkers from Italy, Morocco and Turkey
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During World War Two, thousands of men were uprooted from across

Europe and sent to Belgium as migrant workers – some voluntary,

many forced. Their stories echo powerfully in today’s debates on

migration and labour. A poignant reminder that history has much to

teach us.

👉Read their fascinating story

Finally, if today’s email landed in spam, please mark it as safe – or see

how here.

Thanks for reading!

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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