
Meet an overlooked Flemish trailblazer – and discover why Belgian lace was once

worth more than gold.
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Hello again,

This week's theme is the Power of (Re)Discovery!

Some of history's most extraordinary stories remain hidden in plain

sight – misattributed, forgotten, or simply waiting for someone to

recognize their brilliance. This week, I’m sharing two stories that reveal

aspects of Belgium's cultural legacy.

Denzil 

Rediscovering Michaelina Wautier:  The Flemish

Master Lost to History

Imagine being so talented that you painted life-size nude male figures

in an era when women couldn't even enter art academies! Imagine
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creating a 3.5-meter masterpiece that hung in prestigious collections

for centuries – but it was attributed to a man.

Meet Michaelina Wautier (1604/1614-1689), a Flemish Baroque artist

whose genius was literally erased from history.

Why read this?

She shattered boundaries: While her female contemporaries

painted small portraits and flowers, Wautier mastered every genre

– monumental history paintings, religious scenes, mythological

subjects, intimate portraits, allegories, and still lifes.

Her story reads like detective fiction: How did she access nude

male models when women were barred from studios? Why did

she stop painting in 1659, thirty years before her death? Where

are the missing works?

The art world failed her: For 300 years, her paintings were

attributed to men. Her spectacular Triumph of Bacchus – arguably

the first life-size nude male painted by a woman – sat in museum

storage labeled “unknown artist.” 

She's being (re)discovered right now: Major exhibitions in

Vienna, London, and Boston are finally giving Wautier her rightful

place alongside Rubens and Van Dyck. Art history is being

rewritten in real-time.

Discover the extraordinary life and breathtaking works of Michaelina

Wautier →

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/michaelina-wautier/
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One of the "Five Senses" by Michaelina Wautier

Why Belgian Lace was worth more than gold

For four centuries, Belgian lace represented the absolute pinnacle of

European luxury. My latest learning module has 11 illustrated multiple-

choice questions that reveal: 

The staggering human cost: A lace collar could take one artisan

working 14-hour days up to two years to complete, during which

time eye problems, back pain, and arthritis were common. 



The brutal working conditions: Belgian lacemakers worked in

damp, dimly-lit cellars by candlelight. It wasn't exploitation – it

was the only way to produce the best lacework. 

The industry's rise and fall: Once it supported 150,000 workers,

before it faced religious wars, fashion revolutions, and Industrial

Age mechanization.

Where to see the treasures yourself: The module ends with a

guide to Belgium's finest lace museums, where you can witness

pieces that took years to create and have never left the country. 

By the end of this learning journey, you'll understand why Belgian

lacemakers' artistry represents an extraordinary collaboration between

human skill and artistic vision.

Begin your journey into the world of Belgian lace →

I hope you enjoy reading these two stories. Both represent peak human

achievement – Wautier's technical mastery and creative courage; the

lacemakers' patience and microscopic precision. 

Until next week,

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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