
Plan a magical Belgian Christmas-market getaway, and enjoy a moving follow-up

story of remembrance from Flanders
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Hello again,

This week brings two very different reads. 

First, a practical, up-to-date guide to Belgium’s 2025 Christmas

markets. It will help you book accommodation in time if you’re aiming

to visit Belgium for a few days in the festive season. 

Second, a moving guest story about one family's five-decade

connection to a fallen soldier.

Denzil 

Belgium’s Christmas Markets 2025 (book now!)

Brussels, Bruges, Ghent, Antwerp, Liège, Leuven – and more – are

already gearing up for their winter festivities. Hotels near the main

squares book out well before the lights go up and the ice rinks open.
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My new guide rounds up the key dates, what to expect at each market,

tips for beating the crowds, and suggestions for where to stay within

walking distance of the action. If you’re thinking of a festive weekend,

now is the time to get organised while rooms are available.

Read the guide and check accommodation options here→

The English Soldier we adopted in Flanders

When Sarah Snow's family moved to Marke in 1972, they "adopted" the

grave of Private James Howarth Birtwell, DCM – the only

Commonwealth War Grave in the village cemetery. Four years later,

tragedy struck, and Sarah’s family had another reason to visit the

cemetery.

Over four decades, Sarah's search to uncover Birtwell's story took her

from dusty archives to frozen battlefields to an extraordinary phone

call with the soldier's great-niece. What she reveals in her beautifully

written account is far more than military history. It’s a meditation on

memory, loss, and how tending one soldier's grave became a compass

point in a life marked by movement and change.
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Read Sarah's complete story here→

I hope one article inspires your next winter trip to Belgium, and the

other warms a corner of your heart. 

If Sarah’s story moves you, please leave a comment. Guest

contributors share their most personal stories – letting them know their

words resonated with you means everything.

Until next week,

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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