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Hello everyone,

This week, I’m bringing you a trio of stories that remind us how places,

people, and history intersect in time – and how moments of

recognition, remembrance, and creativity still shape our everyday

experience.

Whether it's a vibrant neighborhood of Antwerp that just made the

world stage, a Belgian botanist whose legacy blooms a century later,

or a surrealist master whose birth we celebrate, I hope there’s

something inspiring in each.

1. Borgerhout: A Neighborhood That’s Turning

Heads

Did you know that Borgerhout, a district in Antwerp, was recently

named one of the coolest neighbourhoods in the world by Time Out?
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In this article, I explore what makes Borgerhout sparkle: its DIY spirit,

its multicultural heart, the creative pulse running through its streets. 

Think Turkish grocers next to vegan cafés, galleries tucked in corners,

and leafy terraces where neighbours chat. Spend a morning there, and

you can feel the energy of a place reinventing itself.

→ Discover why Borgerhout earned its spot among the world’s

coolest neighbourhoods

Now that's what I call "meeting the neighbours"!

2. Honoring Jean Massart: 100 Years of Legacy

It’s been 100 years since the passing of Jean Massart, a pioneering

Belgian botanist and one of the earliest voices for nature conservation

in our country.
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My article revisits his life, his work, and his vision – and how his legacy

lives on in places like the Jardin Botanique Jean Massart. From his

botanical expeditions to his powerful call for protecting natural

landscapes, Massart remains a figure of curiosity, compassion, and

scientific wonder.

→ Step into Jean Massart’s legacy and explore the garden that keeps

his vision alive

3. Celebrating the Birth of a Legend

On 21 November, we remember the birth of René Magritte, one of

Belgium’s most iconic surrealist painters.

His art continues to challenge how we see reality – familiar objects in

strange places, images that make us question what is real and what is

representation.

I dive into the life behind the bowler hats, the dream-like landscapes,

and the quiet genius whose work still whispers to us today.

→ Revisit Magritte’s life and uncover the stories behind his surreal

world

As you reflect on these stories, I hope you find a spark of inspiration to

look at your own surroundings in a new light. 

After all, history isn’t just in the past; it lives in the streets we walk, the

gardens we pass, and the art that lingers.

Enjoy your week of discovery

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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