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Hello everyone,

As the days grow shorter and the festive season draws near, there's

something magical in the air across Belgium. The Christmas markets

are sparkling, the speculaas biscuits are baking, and the country’s

medieval cities are at their most enchanting.

This week, I'm focusing on making the most of this special season –

whether you're planning a romantic winter escape, looking for an

innovative way to explore Belgium, or curious about the fascinating

(and sometimes controversial!) traditions that make December so

unique here.

Let's dive in!

1. Ghent vs. Bruges: Your Ultimate Guide to

Flanders' Fairytale Cities
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The eternal question: Ghent or Bruges? I've put these two stunning

medieval cities head-to-head across 14 categories – from romantic

canals and cultural scenes to food, nightlife, and crowd levels.

The verdict? Bruges wins for storybook charm and picture-perfect

romance. Ghent takes the crown for vibrant culture, incredible food

(hello, veggie-friendly restaurants!), and that irresistible youthful

energy. But honestly? You can't go wrong with either.

In the article, I break down exactly which city matches YOUR travel

style, with tips for visiting both if you have the time. Spoiler: They're

both absolutely magical during the Christmas season.

👉 Read the full Ghent vs. Bruges comparison here

Bruges, photo by C.J. Hyslop

2. Why You Might Like to Choose Private

Transfers Over Trains

Here's something I don't often talk about: living with spinal stenosis

means that lugging luggage through train stations isn't just
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inconvenient – it's genuinely limiting. That's one reason I've been

looking into using Daytrip for private, door-to-door car transfers.

But the real revelation? You can turn those "travel days" into

adventures by adding stops along the way. Imagine being driven from

Brussels to Bruges and stopping off for lunch in an out-of-the-way

village! Or breaking up a journey into Wallonia with visits to castles

you'd otherwise just glimpse from a train window.

In this post, I share how private transfer services like Daytrip work,

when they make the most economic sense, and how they've changed

my approach to traveling around Belgium and beyond.

Plus: There's a special Black Friday offer running until December

2nd!

👉 Discover how Daytrip can transform your travel days

3. Belgium's Beloved (and Controversial)

December Tradition

Sinterklaas/Saint Nicholas on December 6th is a cherished Belgian

tradition that brings delight and gift-giving to children and families

across the country. But this celebration is also wrapped in controversy

and cultural debate.

In this article, I explore the origins of Sinterklaas (Saint Nicholas), how

Belgians celebrate this magical day, and why the figure of Zwarte Piet

(Père Fouettard) has become such a divisive issue in Belgian society.

Whether you're experiencing your first Belgian December or you're

curious about the traditions that shape this country, this is a fascinating

glimpse into Belgian culture at its most complex and heartfelt.

👉 Read about Sinterklaas and Belgium's December traditions
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December in Belgium is special. The cities glow with lights, the air

smells of waffles and mulled wine, and there's a warmth that cuts

through the winter chill. Whether you're planning a city trip, dreaming

of one, or simply enjoying Belgium from afar, I hope these stories

inspire your own adventures.

Stay curious and keep exploring,

Denzil

P.S. If you found this newsletter helpful, please forward it to a friend

who might enjoy it too. And if someone forwarded this to you,

subscribe here to get fresh Belgian inspiration every week.

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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