A traditional Belgian seasonal gift, four winter Ardennes walks, and an easier way View in
to go skiing in Belgium! browser
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Hello again!

This week, I'm sharing three discoveries that showcase Belgium's
unique blend of tradition, nature, and innovation. All of them are
perfect for this time of the year.

From a centuries-old spirit that tells the story of the Low Countries, to
pristine winter hiking trails in one of Europe's last remaining high
moors, to year-round indoor skiing facilities that bring Alpine thrills

right to your doorstep.

Let's dive in!

1. Beyond Chocolate: Give the Gift of Belgian
Jenever
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Searching for an authentic Belgian Christmas gift that stands out from
the usual chocolates and beer? Consider jenever - the traditional
juniper-flavored spirit that's been woven into Belgian culture for
centuries. This grain-based drink bridges medieval traditions and
modern craft distilling, offering a taste of Belgian heritage in every sip.

Jenever isn't just a drink; it's a story. From the distilleries of Hasselt
(Belgium's "Jenever Capital") to innovative flavored varieties like apple
and blackcurrant, each bottle represents craftsmanship passed down
through generations.

Whether you choose a smooth jonge (young) jenever, a rich barrel-
aged oude (old) style, or a premium graanjenever, you're giving
something truly Belgian — and something your gift recipient probably
hasn't tried before.

Ready to discover Belgium's best-kept spirit secret?

Explore the complete guide to Belgian jenever

2. Four Winter Walks Through the Magical High Fens

Craving fresh air and stunning winter landscapes? The High Fens
(Hautes Fagnes) near the German border offer some of Belgium's most
breathtaking scenery — especially when dusted with snow. These
ancient high moors, one of Europe's last remaining wilderness areas,
provide walking routes for every fitness level.

Starting from Mont Rigi, choose your adventure: a gentle 3.3 km family-
friendly boardwalk trail through La Fagne de la Polelr, a moderate 5.3
km exploration of the wetlands; an engaging 9 km journey into deeper
terrain; or challenge yourself with the full 18 km route for seasoned
hikers.

Want detailed maps, GPS tracks, and insider tips for each route?

Download your complete High Fens hiking guide how
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3. Ski Without Leaving Belgium

Who says you need to travel to the Alps for a proper skiing adventure?
Belgium's three indoor ski facilities offer real snow, real slopes, and
real alpine thrills — 365 days a year. Perfect for families, couples, or
anyone wanting to try skiing in a controlled, accessible environment.

Snow Valley in Peer boasts one of Europe's largest indoor slopes (350
meters!), complete with a freestyle park featuring the Low Countries'
biggest Big Air jump. ShowWorld Antwerp combines a 240-meter
slope with a restaurant serving fondue overlooking the piste. Ice
Mountain in Komen goes beyond skiing with indoor skydiving,
paintball, and adventure parks — a full day of entertainment.

No weather worries, no expensive Alpine accommodation, no long
drives. Just reliable snow conditions and the thrill of the slopes.

Discover which Belgian indoor ski facility is right for you

Whether you're raising a glass of jenever by the fire, lacing up your
hiking boots for a High Fens adventure, or strapping on skis for an
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indoor Alpine experience, Belgium offers endless ways to embrace
winter.

What winter adventure will you choose first?
Denzil

P.S. Have you tried Belgian jenever, walked the High Fens, or visited
one of these ski facilities? I'd love to hear about your experience. Just
hit reply and share your story!
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