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Hello again!

Welcome to this week’s Weekly Inspiration. 

Whether you’re looking for a quirky story with a seasonal twist, a fresh

idea for a day out, or interactive entertainment for family and friends,

this edition brings three delightful ways to explore Belgium as I wrap up

the year.

1. Jean-Baptiste Van Mons – Pears and the “12

Days of Christmas” Connection

Day 1 of the popular Christmas song may include “a partridge in a pear

tree,” but here in Belgium we can tip our hats to Jean-Baptiste Van

Mons, the 19th-century scientist who developed new varieties of pears

that transformed European orchards.
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Combining horticulture with chemistry, Van Mons elevated pear

cultivation and left a legacy that links botanical innovation with one of

the most recognizable holiday carols. It’s a great way to bring a bit of

Belgian historical curiosity into your festive season.

➡️Read how this Belgian innovator helped shape pear cultivation,

and get a fun seasonal twist on a familiar Christmas song

2. MAP-Mercator Museum of Cartography in Sint-

Niklaas

Looking for a holiday day trip with a difference? The brand-new MAP-

Mercator Museum in Sint-Niklaas turns the art and science of maps

into an outstanding experience for visitors of all ages.

From historic cartographic masterpieces to interactive displays that

explore how we understand and represent the world, this museum is a

fresh, thoughtful, and very visual way to engage with history,

geography, and exploration.

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/jean-baptiste-van-mons/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/jean-baptiste-van-mons/


Whether you’re planning a winter day out or seeking a standout cultural

stop during the holidays, MAP-Mercator delivers something

memorable.

➡️Plan your visit to MAP-Mercator to discover maps in a whole new

way this holiday season

3. Discovering Belgium Quizzes – Festive Fun for

Family & Friends

Looking to spark laughter and conversation over mulled wine or hot

chocolate? My Discovering Belgium quizzes are perfect for festive

gatherings.

Whether you’re testing your knowledge of Belgian beer, chocolates,

the monarchy, history, football, or general trivia, there’s something

here for everyone.

Make a game of it with family or friends – keep score, share results,

and maybe even turn it into a holiday tradition.

➡️Challenge yourself and others with fun, themed quizzes that are

perfect for winter evenings together

Thanks for joining me this week for a mix of history, exploration, and

playful learning.

See you next week with more stories and discoveries from across

Belgium.

Warm wishes for a wonderful holiday season,

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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