Three Belgian masters, Puccini in Brussels, seven cultural escapes, and your View in
photos of Belgium! browser

Lo DISCOVERING

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

Hello again!

Welcome to the third edition of "Weekly Inspiration" — your Thursday
guide to discovering the best of Belgium.

This week, we're diving into the world of Art & Culture. From three
Belgian painters who left their mark on the world, to Puccini in
Brussels, and an array of cultural experiences waiting for you in the
coming weeks — there's plenty to spark your curiosity.

Oh, and I'd love to see Belgium through your lens - there's a new way
for you to share your photos on Discovering Belgium!

Enjoy exploring!

Denzil




Fresh on the blog

Did you know that Puccini died in Brussels?

We normally associate Giacomo Puccini with the grand opera houses
of Milan. But Brussels played a poighant — and final — role in his
life. Learn about Puccini's final days in the Belgian capital, his battle
with cancer, and the city's role in opera history. < Discover Puccini in

Brussels
Share your photos on Discovering Belgium

Your snapshots of walks, castles, markets, or quirky street corners
could inspire others to explore. |I've created a new page where you can
easily submit your best Belgian photos. Looking forward to seeing

them! < Share your photos here

This Week's Focus: Art & Culture



Belgium has produced some extraordinary artists — and this week we
celebrate three painters who couldn't be more different, yet all

changed the way we see the world.

&% Jan van Eyck — Step back into the 15th century and discover the
Flemish master whose attention to detail still astonishes six centuries
later.

#. James Ensor — Masks, skeletons, and satire — meet the Ostend-born
painter who blurred the line between the real and the surreal.

René Magritte — “This is not a pipe.” Magritte's witty and thought-

provoking works continue to challenge how we see reality.
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A huge version of Magritte’s Le fils de I'homme on the facade of a hotel
in Brussels

7 Days, 7 Discoveries in Belgium



Looking for cultural inspiration? Here are seven events and
experiences across Belgium that are worth adding to your calendar:

Claude Monet Experience (Antwerp) — Step into the shimmering

world of Monet's paintings in this immersive digital exhibition.

] Frida Kahlo Experience (Brussels) — Passion, pain, and vivid colour -
a moving tribute to the Mexican icon.

] Maison Van Gogh (Mons) - Visit the house in Cuesmes where
Vincent Van Gogh spent two years of his artistic journey.

] The Crystal Ship (Ostend) — Wander the streets of Ostend and
discover over 80 breathtaking murals by international street artists.

| Steve McCurry: Icons (Brussels) — The man behind the legendary
"Afghan Girl"” brings his most powerful photographs to life in this must-

see exhibition.

.l Night of the Choirs (Villers-la-Ville) — An enchanting evening of
choral music set in the stunning ruins of Villers Abbey.

Nocturnal Journey (Antwerp) — A magical, dreamlike installation at
the Royal Museum of Fine Arts that will transport you to another world.

One of the murals in The Crystal Ship in Ostend.




» Thanks for reading

| hope this issue has sparked new ideas for enjoying Belgium'’s art and
culture.

Next Thursday, we'll switch gears and dive into Cycling — with tips on
scenic routes, stories of legendary Belgian cyclists, and even a cycling
museum you might not know about!

Until then, enjoy discovering Belgium,
Denzil
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