An overview of Belgian history; home-grown innovations shaping everyday life; View in
and a fresh cultural lens on the songs of Jacques Brel. browser
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Hello again!
Welcome to Weekly Inspiration #24.

This week'’s edition moves across time and ideas: from surprising
moments in Belgian history, to home-grown innovations shaping
everyday life, and finally to a fresh cultural lens on the songs of
Jacques Brel.

Three very different stories, united by curiosity and discovery.

1. On This Day in Belgium

Learning Belgian history, one day at a time

Belgium's past is full of unexpected moments. These may involve big
events or quiet milestones; famous births or curious coincidences.
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"On This Day in Belgium" brings them together in a way that is both
educational and genuinely fun. Whether you visit occasionally or make
it part of a daily ritual, it's an easy way to deepen your understanding
of the country you live in or love.

Discover what happened on any date in Belgian history

P.S. Updated to include at least one noteworthy event for every single
day of the year!

2. Six Belgian Startups to Watch in 2026

Innovation with real-world impact

Belgium continues to punch above its weight when it comes to
innovation. In this article I highlight six Belgian startups to watch in
2026. | have chosen them because | believe their solutions have the
potential to make a tangible difference in everyday life.

From energy storage to smart contact lenses; from cancer therapies to
carbon capture, these technologies are designed to help the man and
woman on the street.

Meet the Belgian startups shaping tomorrow

3. Rediscovering Jacques Brel

With Larry Beckett and Stuart Anthony

Jacques Brel's songs are endlessly revisited, but not always deeply
explored. This article offers a different entry point: the reflections of
American lyricist Larry Beckett, whose new album "Though We Have
Only Love: The Songs of Jacques Brel" launches this week.

His perspective opens new ways of listening, with attention to
language, emotion, and the craft behind the songs.

Read and listen to Brel with fresh ears
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Though We Have Only Love
The Songs of Jacques Brel

STUART ANTHONY, LARRY BECKETT & MUSICIANS

A final word

| want to say a sincere thank you to everyone who has read, shared, or
returned to the blog over the past year.

2025 was a record year, with 220,839 views, from nearly 150,000
visitors.

| am very much looking forward to publishing more interesting articles
in 2026. If there are topics, places, people, or stories about Belgium
you would like me to explore, | would genuinely love to hear your
suggestions.

Thank you for being part of this journey.
| wish you a healthy and peaceful 2026,

Denzil
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