
A touching story from World War Two; a curious slice of Belgian history; three

winter walks to enjoy.
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Hello again!

Welcome to Weekly Inspiration #25. In this issue I explore personal

history, an extraordinary slice of Belgium's past, and three very

different winter walks that invite you to get outdoors and experience

the fresh cold air!

I hope you enjoy reading them.

1. Jack Shares His Father’s WW2 Experiences

Personal history that resonates

Understanding history through the eyes of someone who lived it adds

depth that textbooks can never match. 

In this poignant piece, Jack Gaioni shares his father’s experiences

during World War II in Belgium. 
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The story reminds us of the human side of history and what it meant to

live through extraordinary times.

➡️ Read Jack’s touching personal story

2. Bizarre Belgium: Neutral Moresnet

An unusual chapter in Belgium’s past

Belgium’s history includes some remarkable chapters, but few are as

quirky and little known as Neutral Moresnet.

For nearly a century, this tiny territory in the east of Belgium existed as

a neutral zone, governed by special arrangements and filled with

unusual governance and culture. 

The people there were known simply as "The Neutrals", it had its own

postage stamps, and was set to become the first Full Esperanto State

in the world. 

It’s a fascinating reminder that history is often stranger than fiction.

➡️Explore the curious history of Neutral Moresnet

3. Three Diverse Winter Walks to Enjoy

Get outside this season

Winter is a wonderful time to discover Belgium’s landscapes. I have

selected three of my personal favourites; each offering its own

character and beauty. Descriptions include starting points, maps, route

guidance, and what to see.

Whether you seek forest tranquillity, historical market squares, or

unusual landmarks, these three walks are ideal for a crisp, refreshing

outing.

👉 The Valley of the Hoëgne – A scenic riverside walk in the

Ardennes
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👉Grimbergen – A charming walk on the outskirts of Brussels with an

abbey, castle, watermills, and views

👉Dongelberg Quarry – Discover the open fields of Brabant Wallon

The Liermolen grain mill on the Grimbergen walk

Thank you for joining me again. If you’ve been reading regularly, you

know how much I value stories that educate, surprise, and motivate us

to engage with the world around us – whether through history or by

stepping outside for a walk.

If you have suggestions for future topics, such as personal stories,

hidden history, seasonal experiences, or anything else you’d like to see

on the blog in 2026, I’d love to hear them.

Until next time,

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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