
A trailblazing woman, a slice of industrial history, and a nature project for

everyone.
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Hello again!

Welcome to Weekly Inspiration #26. This week I celebrate a

remarkable Belgian pioneer, take a look at a fascinating slice of

Belgium’s industrial past, and share an opportunity to contribute to a

valuable nature project.

I hope each story sparks curiosity and offers both enjoyment and

inspiration.

1. Hélène Dutrieu – A Trailblazer Ahead of Her

Time

Probably the most amazing woman you have never heard of!

When we think of pioneers, especially in a field like aviation, the names

that come to mind are rarely women. Yet Belgium’s Hélène Dutrieu

was doing extraordinary things long before it was common or

expected.

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/177218673937745489
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/177218673937745489


From dominating cycling to becoming one of the earliest female pilots

and stunt artists, her life was bold, daring, and relentlessly forward-

looking.

If you’re looking for a story that challenges assumptions about who

gets to be remembered in history, this is it.

➡️ Meet Hélène Dutrieu and be inspired by her fearless life

2. Vespa Production in Belgium (1955–1962)

A surprising chapter in Belgian manufacturing history

Most people associate the Vespa with Italy, but for a remarkable

seven-year period Belgium played a key role in producing these iconic

scooters.

This article looks back at the era when Belgian factories turned out

Vespas for local and export markets. It’s a piece of industrial heritage

that tells us something about post-war innovation, mobility, and cultural

exchange. And an intriguing look at how global brands can have deeply

local stories.

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/helene-dutrieu/


➡️ Discover Belgium’s forgotten role in Vespa history

3. Count Garden Birds – A Valuable Citizen

Science Opportunity

Look outside, contribute, and involve friends and family

Here’s a way to make the next two weekends meaningful: take part in a

garden bird count that contributes to real scientific research.

It's an interesting project whether you’re an experienced birdwatcher

or a family looking for a fun activity. You don’t need special equipment

– just your eyes, your curiosity, and a willingness to learn about the

feathered visitors to your garden or terrace.

In my article I even help you to identify the birds you are likely to spot!

➡️Learn how to take part in the Belgian Garden Bird Count

Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter and for being part of the

community here on Discovering Belgium.

I hope these three stories – of bravery, history, and nature – encourage

you to explore, reflect, and enjoy both the world around you and the

stories that shaped it.

Until next time,

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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