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Hello again!

This week I'm inviting you to step back 500 years to meet a man whose
Bible translation helped shape the English-speaking world; investigate
the industrial roots of Vilvoorde (it's not all industrial — it has a super
park and restaurant); and try out a great little app that will help you
identify Spring birdsong (e.g. while you're walking in Vilvoorde park!).

Ready to read?

1. William Tyndale - Language, Liberty, and
his Connection to Belgium

This year marks 500 years since William Tyndale completed the first
printed translation of the Bible into English. His work forever changed
how ordinary people could read and understand Scripture.

Tyndale was a scholar and reformer whose commitment to accessible
language made him a target in an age when religious texts were tightly
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controlled. After years on the run from authorities, he was ultimately
captured, imprisoned, and executed in Vilvoorde, Belgium in 1536.

If you haven't yet, discover his life and his poignant connection to
Belgium - a story of courage, conviction, and the power of language.

|Read William Tyndale: his life, legacy, and Belgian connection

2. Walk Through Vilvoorde, From Industry to
Idyllic Parkland

Speaking of Vilvoorde - it's not just a historical footnote on the map. It's
a place with hidden layers of industrial heritage, waterways, and green
spaces that reward curious walkers.

My Vilvoorde Industrial Heritage Walk takes you through the town's
roots: old factories, canals that powered progress, and stories etched
into brick and steel.

But it's not all history and grit, there's a lovely park along the way
where you can unwind, plus a great restaurant to celebrate your
explorations with a well-earned meal.

Discover the diverse delights of Vilvoorde on foot

An ancient bridge over the River Zenne as it meanders through Vilvoorde
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3. Spring’s Soundtrack - Learn Bird Songs
with Merlin

As you wander through Vilvoorde's parks (and elsewhere), you'll soon
begin to notice Spring birdsong. Those cheerful trills and calls are one
of spring’s joys —and with a little practice, you can learn to identify
them.

The Merlin Bird ID app from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a
fantastic (and free) tool that makes bird identification both fun and
easy. Whether you're a complete beginner or already a casual birder,
Merlin helps you recognize birds by sound and sight, with tools
tailored to your location and season.

In my review, | share how to get started, how to use its sound
recognition feature, and why it's become my go-to companion on
walks.

Learn how to identify bird songs and calls with Merlin

Before | sign off, I'd really value your input. I'd love to make this
newsletter even more useful for you. Which topics would you like to
see more of?

o Walks and nature trails

e History deep-dives

o Castles and museums

o City trips and itineraries
» Biographies of Belgians?
o Art & cultural stories?

e Something else?

Your feedback will shape what | create, so if you have a preference,
simply reply to this email and let me know. | read every message.

Thanks.

Until next week,
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Denzil Walton
Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
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