
From India to La Hulpe: Art, History, and a Spring Walk View in browser 

Hello again,

Last week we explored the Sikh community in Belgium, many of whom
trace their roots back to India. This week, we zoom out and look at the
broader relationship between Belgium and India. It’s a connection that
stretches back more than three centuries.

Then we turn to art and nature: celebrating the birth of one of
Belgium’s most poetic artists, and taking a spring walk through the
estate where you can see his work.

Let's begin ...

1. Belgium & India: Three Centuries of
Connection

The relationship between Belgium and India reaches back to the early
modern trading era, when merchants from the Southern Netherlands
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were already involved in global commerce linked to the Indian
subcontinent.

From early maritime trade to diplomatic ties, diamond exchanges
between Antwerp and Gujarat, and modern economic partnerships, the
connection has steadily deepened.

But the story is not only economic. It is cultural, academic, and
diplomatic. Over time, Belgium and India have built a multifaceted
partnership spanning trade, science, education, and people-to-people
ties.

If you enjoyed last week’s focus on the Sikh community, this broader
historical context adds another layer to that story.

➡️ Discover the full history of Belgium–India relations

2. Celebrating Jean-Michel Folon

Born on 1 March 1934, Jean-Michel Folon became one of Belgium’s
most internationally recognised artists.

His work is instantly identifiable: solitary silhouettes, vast skies, fragile
human figures, soft watercolours, and a quiet sense of reflection.
Beyond illustrations, he created powerful posters, public sculptures,
and environmental artworks that combined poetry with social
conscience.

Today, his legacy lives on at the Fondation Folon, housed in the Farm
of the Château de La Hulpe on Solvay Domain.

Inside, you’ll discover original watercolours and illustrations; sculptures
and installations; posters that defined an era; and a deeply human
artistic vision.

It’s one of Belgium’s most atmospheric art experiences: intimate,
thoughtful, and quietly moving.

➡️ Read his story and plan your visit

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/belgium-and-india/
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3. A Spring Walk in Domain Solvay

And while you’re visiting the Fondation Folon, why not make a day of it?

The estate surrounding it – the magnificent Château de La Hulpe and
its parkland – is a beautiful green space. Early spring is a particularly
lovely time to visit: Woodland paths are beginning to glow with
wildflowers. The lakes are reflecting the blue sky. And the rolling lawns
make great picnic spots.

You can choose a relaxed 6 km walk or a longer 10 km circuit.

It’s an easy escape from Brussels – and an ideal combination of art,
heritage, and nature.

➡️Find the walking routes here

All this talk of Solvay raises a natural question: who was he?

Ernest Solvay was one of Belgium’s most important industrialists and
philanthropists. He developed the Solvay process for producing soda
ash, built an international chemical empire, and reinvested much of his
wealth into science, education, and social reform.

➡️Discover the life and work of Ernest Solvay

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/domain-solvay-and-chateau-de-la-hulpe/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/ernest-solvay/


Fancy a picnic in Domain Solvay?

From India’s long connection with Belgium… to the poetic world of
Jean-Michel Folon… to a spring walk through one of the country’s most
elegant estates… and the life and work of a great Belgium
entrepreneur.

History, art, science and nature are never far apart in Belgium.

Until next week,
Denzil

Denzil Walton
Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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