
Special International Women’s Day edition focusing on inspirational Belgian
women

View in
browser 

Hello again,

This Sunday (8 March) marks International Women’s Day, a moment to
celebrate the achievements, courage, and influence of women across
the world.

For this special edition of Weekly Inspiration, I’ve gathered stories
about remarkable women connected with Belgium. They include
pioneers who broke barriers, artists who defied expectations, and
courageous resistance fighters who risked everything during wartime.

I hope these stories inspire you to discover a fascinating and often
overlooked side of Belgian history.

Women Who Broke Barriers

Marie Janson – Belgium’s first female parliamentarian
In 1921 Marie became the first woman to sit in Belgium’s parliament,
opening the door for women to take part in national politics.
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Read the life of Marie Janson

Isala Van Diest – Belgium’s first female doctor
When Belgian universities refused to admit women, Isla studied
medicine abroad and returned determined to practice and promote
women’s rights.

Read her story

Marie-Louise Habets - pioneering healthcare worker

Marie-Louise worked amongst the sick in Belgian Congo and later with
refugees. Her life was portrayed by Audrey Hepburn in the 1959 movie
“The Nun’s Story.”

Discover the nun’s story

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/marie-janson/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/isala-van-diest/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/famous-belgians-marie-louise-habets/


Women in Wartime

Women in the First World War

With men at the front, women stepped into vital wartime roles, often
working in difficult conditions in transport and agriculture.

Read about women in WW1

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/women-horses-first-world-war/


Gabrielle Petit, the courageous young wartime spy

During the First World War, a young Belgian woman secretly passed
information about German troop movements to British intelligence. Her
bravery eventually led to her arrest and execution, but she became one
of Belgium’s most celebrated wartime heroes.

Discover her remarkable story

You can also read about the historical novel inspired by her life: The
Belgian Girls

Hortense Daman – teenage resistance fighter

Still in her teens, Hortense joined the Belgian resistance during the
Second World War and later survived imprisonment in Ravensbrück
concentration camp.

Discover her inspiring story

Women in Culture and Society

Unforgettable: Women artists from Antwerp to Amsterdam

A new exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts Ghent is dedicated to the
role and significance of women in the arts in the Low Countries. It
presents works by over 40 women artists active between 1600 and
1750, from paintings, prints and sculptures to textiles and paper
cuttings.

Check out Unforgettable

The Queens of Belgium 

From Queen Elisabeth to Queen Mathilde, Belgium’s queens have
supported humanitarian, cultural, and social causes.

Read their stories
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https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/the-belgian-girls/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/the-belgian-girls/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/hortense-daman-clews/
https://www.mskgent.be/en/exhibitions/unforgettable
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The long road to women’s rights in Belgium

How Belgian women gradually fought for education, political
participation, and equality under the law.

Discover the Belgian pioneers of women's rights

If you enjoyed this special International Women’s Day edition, feel free
to share it with friends or colleagues who might also enjoy discovering
some of Belgium’s incredible women.

Until next week,

Denzil

Denzil Walton
Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium

You received this email because you
signed up on my website.

Unsubscribe

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/womens-rights-belgium/
https://www.facebook.com/1discoveringbelgium
https://www.facebook.com/1discoveringbelgium
https://www.instagram.com/discoveringbelgium
https://www.instagram.com/discoveringbelgium
https://www.pinterest.com/discoveringbelg
https://www.pinterest.com/discoveringbelg
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/181109008926508848

