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Hello again!

Belgium’s history and culture are full of powerful stories; some
inspiring, some moving, and some that still resonate today.

This week’s inspiration takes you from the struggle for social justice in
19th-century Flanders, to a spectacular celebration inside Brussels’
cathedral, and finally to the remarkable life of one of Belgium’s greatest
musical voices.

Let’s begin.

1. "Daens": The Story Behind the Film

The award-winning Flemish film Daens (1992) has recently been
beautifully restored and is now back in cinemas – introducing a
powerful story to a whole new generation.

But who exactly was Daens?

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/181717054953359020


Adolf Daens was a priest who became a fierce defender of the
working class in late-19th-century Aalst. At a time when factory
workers (including children) laboured in harsh and exploitative
conditions, he spoke out against injustice and demanded social reform.

The film tells this story with extraordinary emotional force. I’ve seen it
myself, and it left a strong impression on me. It’s one of those films that
stays with you long afterwards, and I would strongly recommend
seeing it if you have the chance.

Even today, its themes of dignity, social justice, and the struggle for
workers’ rights still feel strikingly relevant.

👉 Discover the story behind the man and the film

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/adolf-daens/


2. Brussels' Cathedral Celebrates 800 Years of
History

Brussels’ magnificent Cathedral of St. Michael and St. Gudula is
celebrating an extraordinary milestone: 800 years of history. To mark
the occasion, several fascinating events are taking place this weekend.

Luminiscence: A spectacular sound and light show
After captivating more than a million spectators across Europe, this



immersive experience now arrives in the cathedral itself. Monumental
projections and music transform the Gothic interior into a living canvas,
bringing eight centuries of history vividly to life.

The Pulpit of Truth – a Baroque masterpiece
On Saturday afternoon, Dr. Emmanuelle Mercier will present a talk (in
French) about the cathedral’s extraordinary pulpit, created in 1699. This
monumental sculpture tells the story of salvation through a dramatic
and highly detailed Baroque composition.

A fun discovery for children
Young visitors can explore the cathedral through a special activity
booklet, The Lantern of Saint Gudula. Designed for children aged 6-12,
it includes games, drawings, and simple explanations to make
discovering the cathedral engaging and fun. The booklet is available
free at the cathedral shop.

👉 Full details of the events

3. Remembering José Van Dam

Belgium recently lost one of its most remarkable voices: the legendary
opera singer José Van Dam.

With his deep, resonant bass-baritone voice and exceptional stage
presence, he performed on the world’s greatest opera stages, from
Paris and Vienna to New York. Yet despite his international fame, he
always remained closely connected to Belgium.

Beyond his extraordinary vocal talent, he was admired for his
intelligence as an interpreter and his ability to bring characters vividly
to life on stage.

His passing marks the end of an era in Belgian musical life, but his
recordings and performances continue to inspire audiences around the
world.

👉 Discover the life and legacy of José Van Dam

https://cathedralisbruxellensis.be/en/Events/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/jose-van-dam/


Thanks for joining me this week. 

If you think a friend or colleague might enjoy discovering Belgium too,
feel free to share this newsletter with them.

Until next week,

Denzil

Denzil Walton
Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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