
A new audio driving tour of Hainaut; where to stay near all 13 UNESCO beguinages;

and the Belgian nun whose hit song became an American Christmas number one.
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Hello again!

This week brings something for every kind of traveller and explorer.

There's my brand-new audio driving tour to tell you about – with a

free voucher offer for ten of you. A guide to turning Belgium's most

extraordinary UNESCO sites into overnight stays. And the story of a

Belgian nun whose one hit song conquered America, but whose life

ended in tragedy.

Let's begin.

1. Castles, Coal and Canals

A New Audio Driving Tour of Hainaut

Hainaut tends to be passed through rather than paused in. That's a

shame, because its quiet countryside conceals five extraordinary
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castles, a UNESCO World Heritage canal system, and a story of

industrial ambition that helped make Belgium the workshop of the

world.

My new VoiceMap audio driving tour covers 76 kilometres of the

province: from an 18th-century neoclassical estate to a moated

medieval fortress, a haunting castle ruin where historic roses bloom

each June, and a 100-metre concrete tower that lifts fully loaded

barges silently through the air. 

GPS triggers each stop automatically as you drive. It runs 90 minutes

at a steady pace, or fills a full day if you linger.

Free vouchers for ten readers: reply to this email with HAINAUT in

the subject line. First come, first served.

👉 Read more about the Castles, Coal and Canals tour

The Castles, Coal and Canals tour ends at the Strépy-Thieu Boat Lift

2. The Beguinages of Belgium

Visit One or Two Over a Weekend 

Last week I introduced the Beguines – the women who built walled

communities across Belgium where they could live independently,

answer to no husband and no convent, and leave whenever they

chose. 
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Thirteen of their beguinages are now UNESCO World Heritage Sites,

and they are among the most atmospheric places in the country.

This week I've added the practical layer: a guide to all 13 UNESCO

beguinages with nearby accommodation for each one, so you can

make a proper weekend of it. 

From the famous Princely Beguinage Ten Wijngaerde in Bruges to the

quieter gems in Diest, Tongeren, and Hoogstraten that most visitors

never reach, the guide covers what to see, how to get there, and where

to sleep.

👉 Find accommodation near all 13 UNESCO beguinages

3. The Singing Nun

The Woman Who Never Wanted to Be Famous

This Sunday marks 41 years since the death of Jeannine Deckers;

known to the world as the Singing Nun.

She entered a Dominican convent near Waterloo at 26 and wrote songs

for her fellow nuns. Her superiors suggested she record an album for

visitors to buy. She agreed. One track (Dominique) topped the

American charts for four weeks and became the US Christmas number

one of 1963.

She wanted almost none of what followed. The royalties never reached

her. She left the convent. The years grew harder. On 29 March 1985,

she committed suicide alongside her closest friend.

She deserves to be remembered for the quiet, gifted woman who sang

for her sisters and accidentally conquered the world.

👉 Read the full story of Jeannine Deckers

Three very different stories. A road tour through Hainaut; a guide to

medieval walled gardens; and a woman whose reluctant fame became

a burden she could never quite set down.
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As always, I'd love to know which one caught your attention. 

And remember, just reply with HAINAUT in the subject line if you'd

like a free tour voucher.

Until next time,

Denzil

Denzil Walton

Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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