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Hello again!

This week, I'm sharing three green spaces that deserve far more
visitors than they get, three castles that fly under the radar, and three
child-friendly museums that are perfect if you're looking for ideas
over the Easter holidays.

No new blog posts from me this week —I've been busy finishing the
new VoiceMap audio walk in Diest and building out the new Shop page
- but | hope these picks give you plenty to explore.

Let's go.

1. Three Relaxing Green Spaces

Belgium has over 500 parks and gardens. Here are three that are worth
seeking out at this time of the year:


https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/183625723216397523
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/shop/

The Japanese Garden in Hasselt covers 2.5 hectares of paths, a
teahouse, a waterfall, and genuine calm, right in the city centre.

The Topiary Park in Durbuy is one of Europe's quirkiest green spaces:

more than 250 sculpted topiaries, some over 120 years old, including a
very Belgian Manneken Pis in green.

And behind Saint Peter's Abbey in Ghent lies a terraced abbey garden
dating back to the 9th century — entered through an old coach gate,

planted with fruit trees, vines and herbs, and blissfully little-known.

DB reader Mansur also recommends Meise Botanic Garden (his photo)

2. Three Lesser-known Castles

Belgium has around 3,000 castles. Here are three | can recommend:

Chateau de Véves near Dinant is one of the finest medieval castles in

Wallonia, mentioned as early as the 7th century and looking every bit
the fairytale fortress.
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Chateau de Modave sits perched 60 metres above the Hoyoux river in

Liege province; beautifully preserved, relatively quiet, and spectacular.

And in East Flanders, Kasteel van Ooidonk is a hidden gem between

the Oude Schelde and a forest, still home to a noble family, with
grounds open to visit and even rooms bookable through Airbnb.

3. Three Children's Museums

If you're looking for ideas over the Easter break, Belgium has some
excellent children's museums:

The Speelgoedmuseum (Toy Museum) in Mechelen is a genuine joy: a

vast collection of toys across the generations, with interactive
wristbands that track your visit and unlock extra content. Plan for two
hours, minimum.

In Dinant, the House of Patophony is tucked inside one of the city's

oldest buildings and opens up a creative world of musical instruments
and sound. It's unusual, hands-on, and memorable.

And the Comics Figurines Museum in Brussels brings over 1,650

exhibits to life, featuring Suske & Wiske, Lucky Luke, the Smurfs and
more across 1,300 square metres of interactive fun.

Read my full guide to child-friendly museums in Belgium

Happy Easter to those celebrating, and enjoy whatever you manage to
visit. As always, hit reply and let me know which one catches your eye.

Until next time,

Denzil
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