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Hello again,

Belgium may be a small country, but it has made a remarkably large
mark on the world.

This week, I've been reflecting on three very different areas in which
Belgium became famous: delicate lace, dazzling crystal, and a mind-
expanding scientific idea.

| hope you enjoy reading them.

The rise and fall of the Belgian lace industry

Belgium is world-famous for its lace. But how did this intricate craft
become such a powerful industry, and why did it decline?

In this new post, | explore the fascinating and sometimes surprising
story behind Belgian lace.


https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/184888999229261440

| look at the skill involved, the labour, the social history, and the
changing times that eventually transformed the industry.

It is a story of beauty, patience, commerce, and loss. Once you know
the back story, you may never look at a piece of lace in quite the same
way again.

Curious to discover what really lies behind one of Belgium's most
elegant traditions?

Read the story of Belgian lace

200 years of Val Saint-Lambert crystal

Another Belgian success story, though less talked about today, is
crystal. This year marks 200 years since production began at Val
Saint-Lambert, one of Belgium's great industrial and artistic names.

If you are drawn to craftsmanship, design, or the traces of Belgium's
industrial past, this story is well worth a look.

You'll discover how Val Saint-Lambert built its reputation, what made
its crystal so admired, and where you can still see some of its past
splendour today. It is the kind of story that may also lead to a
rewarding cultural day out.

Want to discover the sparkle and the story behind Belgian crystal?

Step into the world of Val Saint-Lambert
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Georges Lemaitre: the Belgian priest who
changed how we view the universe

Finally, from lace and crystal to the cosmos.

Georges Lemaitre, the Belgian priest and scientist known as the
“Father of the Big Bang", remains one of the most remarkable figures
this country has produced. His ideas helped reshape the way we
understand the universe.

But beyond the scientific fame, there is also something quietly
compelling about the man himself.

In this post, | revisit the life of a Belgian whose intellectual courage
still feels striking today. And | can't help wondering what Lemaitre
would make of our modern age of tech bros, grand claims, and cosmic
ambition.

Interested in the Belgian thinker who helped change the universe?

Meet Georges Lemaitre

So this week, whether your taste runs to fine craftsmanship, glittering
heritage, or big ideas about the universe, | hope you are tempted to
click through and explore these stories further.

As always, thank you for reading, and for continuing to discover
Belgium with me, one story at a time.

Until next week
Denzil

P.S. | was asked to help spread the word about this piano concert in

Waterloo, which I'm very happy to do. If you have a local event you'd
like me to mention in a future newsletter, just reply to this email with the
details. I'd be glad to help promote it.
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