
A walk in the Ardennes, a rock the world wants, and a magnificent eagle returns
to Belgium
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Hello again,

This week I have three very different stories to share. 

You can read about a walk through one of Belgium's most distinctive
landscapes; an unexpected discovery about a local rock that turns
out to be globally in demand; and some genuinely uplifting wildlife
news from right here in Belgium.

I hope you enjoy them.

A walk through deep time in Viroinval

There's a corner of southern Namur province I drove through twice
without stopping. I was always heading somewhere else. But the signs
pointing to "Fondry des Chiens" intrigued me. And when I finally went
back, I wasn't disappointed.
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This 23-kilometre loop (it can be shortened!) from the village of Nismes
takes you through three completely different landscapes: the limestone
ridges of the Calestienne, the schist soils of the Fagne, and the
forested slopes of the Ardennes.

The highlight is the Fondry des Chiens. It’s a spectacular collapsed
limestone feature unlike anything else I've encountered in Belgium. The
route also passes through Vierves-sur-Viroin, one of Wallonia's most
beautiful villages. It's a full day out, but a deeply rewarding one.

👉 Read about the Viroinval walk and the Fondry des Chiens

The spectacular Fondry des Chiens

The Belgian rock in worldwide demand

In last week’s post about the GR 571 long-distance trail, I mentioned a
distinctive rock quarried near Salmchâteau in the Ardennes. Called
coticule, it caught my attention. So I went digging. What I found
surprised me.

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/walking-around-viroinval/


Coticule, with its unusual texture and geological character, is not just a
local curiosity. It's quarried and exported to destinations around the
world. Why? Because it’s considered the world’s finest whetstone
(sharpening stone).

It's one of those stories that makes you look at the Belgian landscape
in a completely different way, and wonder what else is hidden beneath
your feet.

👉 Read about the rock from Salmchâteau and its global demand

Belgium's white-tailed eagles are back to stay

We don't hear enough genuinely encouraging environmental stories do
we? So here's one.

The white-tailed eagle is Europe's largest eagle, with a wingspan of up
to 2.4 metres. It was absent from Belgium for around 500 years. Then,
in April 2024, a pair hatched two chicks at the De Blankaart nature
reserve near Diksmuide. It made international headlines.

In 2025 they bred again. And in 2026, for a third consecutive year, they
are incubating eggs once more. Belgium now has an established
breeding pair, and the story shows signs of just keeps getting better.

👉 Read the full story of Belgium's white-tailed eagles

Three very different stories this week, but all of them are reminders of
how much Belgium has to offer if you look a little closer.

As always, thank you for reading and for continuing to discover
Belgium with me, one story at a time.

Until next week,

Denzil
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