
Tapestries fit for kings and queens; a relic that may be real; and a Da Vinci copy
hidden in the countryside
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Hello again,

What three stories do I have for you this week?

I tell the extraordinary story of how Flemish tapestries were made, and
why kings, queens and emperors couldn't live without them.

A UNESCO-recognised procession is happening in Bruges next
Thursday that you really shouldn't miss. 

And a walk in the Belgian countryside that quietly delivers two castles,
an abbey, and a copy of the Last Supper.

Ready?

The most valuable objects in the medieval
world (sort of)
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The art form that kept emperors warm

Kings and queens commissioned them. Emperors coveted them.
Armies looted them. Flemish tapestries were the most prestigious
portable art objects in the world from the 15th century onwards.

Woven from wool, silk, and real gold thread, they were valued
alongside jewellery as the ultimate symbol of power. They also did
something no painting could: they kept vast stone rooms warm.

The beating heart of this tradition survives today in Mechelen, in a late
15th-century building most people walk straight past. The House of
Refuge of Tongerlo Abbey is home to De Wit, the world leader in
tapestry restoration.

Discover exactly how these astonishing objects were made, and what it
took to produce them.

👉 Discover the full story of Flemish tapestries — and where to see
them in Mechelen

In Mechelen with children? Don't miss the Toy Museum or
Technopolis for a great family day out.

The Visit of the Gypsies, circa 1510
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Bruges, next Thursday. Don't say I didn't warn you

A 2,000-year-old relic. A cast of thousands. One chance a year.

Every year on Ascension Day, Bruges stages one of the most dramatic
events in Belgium: the Procession of the Holy Blood.

At its heart is a vial claimed to contain the blood of Christ, brought back
from the Crusades in the 12th century. Whether you believe the relic or
not, the spectacle is extraordinary: thousands of participants in
medieval costume, biblical scenes re-enacted in the streets, and the
whole city cheering.

This year, it takes place on Thursday 14 May, starting at 2.30 pm from
the Dijver. UNESCO has recognised it as an Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity. If you're anywhere near Bruges next week, this is the one.

👉 Everything you need to know about the Procession of the Holy
Blood

Thinking of a long weekend in Bruges? Here's my walking tour of
Bruges' top sights. But don't overlook Loppem Castle on the outskirts,
a gem most visitors miss entirely. And here are some tips for where to
stay in Bruges.

A walk that delivers two castles, an abbey, and a
Da Vinci

(Yes, THAT Da Vinci!)

I mentioned above the House of Refuge of Tongerlo Abbey in
Mechelen. But don't confuse it with the actual Tongerlo Abbey, which
is in Westerlo, and is also well worth seeking out.

I've done a walk around the area that takes in the Grote Nete river, a
nature reserve, two castles, and Tongerlo Abbey. Here you can see a
remarkable full-scale copy of Leonardo da Vinci's Last Supper. It was
painted within Leonardo's own lifetime, and it is one of the finest
anywhere in the world.
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The walk is about 12 km (and can be easily shortened) and is
manageable for most reasonably fit walkers. It's quiet, green, and
genuinely surprising.

👉 Follow my walk around Westerlo and into Tongerlo Abbey

Three quite different ways to spend time in Belgium this week: one to
plan around, one happening within a few days, and one for whenever
the sun shows up.

If this issue made you want to visit somewhere, or simply reminded you
why Belgium is worth exploring, pass it on to someone who'd feel the
same way. It's the nicest thing you can do for a small newsletter.

Until next week,

Denzil

Denzil Walton
Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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