
Walk, cycle or paddle. Kill a dragon. Visit a castle. View in browser 

Hello again,

Don't you just love May? The days are long, the light is good, the
flowers are blooming, and Belgium is putting on a proper show – both
outdoors and in the streets. (All we need is a bit more sunshine and
warmth!)

This week I've got something for the water, something for the walkers
and cyclists, and an urgent heads-up about an event in Mons later this
month that only happens once a year.

There's also a reader discount in the first block, so don't skim past it.

Let's go.

The Belgian company that gets you on the
water in minutes

No club membership. No awkward phone calls. Just a paddle

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/1646545/emails/187427506556503954


Flanders has more waterways than most people realise. They range
from canals and rivers to lakes and harbours - and Dobber has figured
out how to make them properly accessible. 

Book a kayak or stand-up paddleboard online, collect your gear from
a locker when you arrive, and you're on the water in minutes. 

There are eleven locations across Flanders, from Ghent (four separate
spots) to Leuven, Kortrijk, Mechelen, Mol, and beyond, so wherever
you are, one is probably closer than you think. 

It works beautifully for families too: kayaks are stable and easy for
children, SUPs add a bit more of a challenge for those who want it.

And here's the bit that should make you click: Discovering Belgium
readers get a special discount with Dobber during May and June. The
details are all in my full guide.

👉 Find your nearest Dobber location — and claim your reader
discount

Get a different perspective on Belgium from a kayak or paddleboard

The circular route around Brussels that almost
nobody walks (or cycles)

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/kayaking-in-belgium-with-dobber/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/kayaking-in-belgium-with-dobber/


65 km of countryside, right on the city's doorstep

The Promenade Verte is a 65 km circular route that loops all the way
around Brussels through forests, parks, river valleys, and surprisingly
rural countryside. 

Most people have never heard of it. 

You can walk it in seven manageable stages (each one easy to do on
a weekend) or cycle the whole thing in a single day. 

My guide covers where to start, what to see along the way, and where
to stay if you're making a weekend of it.

👉 Explore the Promenade Verte — my complete guide

Prefer to get further out? The Hoge Kempen National Park is looking
spectacular right now. Here are three lovely walks to choose from. 

Or if the Ardennes calls, the Valley of the Hoëgne is one of the most
beautiful river valleys in Belgium, and my guide has just been updated.

Mons has been killing the same dragon since 1349

(He's getting used to it)

A UNESCO festival, a medieval procession - and it's happening later
this month.

Every year, on Trinity Sunday, the city of Mons does something that
has been happening since 1349: it carries the golden shrine of Saint
Waltrude through the streets in a procession rooted in plague, faith,
and communal survival. And then Saint George fights a dragon in the
main square. 

This is the Doudou, one of Belgium's most extraordinary annual
events, and it holds UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage status for
good reason.

It's part sacred procession, part street festival, part theatrical battle.
The atmosphere is unlike anything else in the country.

https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/walk-cycle-promenade-verte/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/3-walks-on-mechelse-heide/
https://www.discoveringbelgium.com/the-valley-of-the-hoegne/


This year's Doudou takes place later in May. So if you want to go, now
is the time to read up and plan. My full guide covers the history, the key
moments to watch, and where to stay.

👉 Everything you need to know about the Doudou of Mons

And while you're in the area: just outside Mons stands Château
d'Havré, a medieval fortress turned Renaissance palace with 800
years of history, and one of Belgium's most quietly compelling historic
sites.

So there we have it: something to paddle, something to walk or cycle,
and something extraordinary to witness.

As always, hit reply if anything catches your eye. I always enjoy
reading your messages, as well as your suggestions for topics you'd
like me to cover.

Until next week,

Denzil

Denzil Walton
Kloosterstraat 24/1, Kortenberg
Belgium
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