Belgium's most famous detective; stunning forest trails to enjoy in October; new View in
exhibitions to visit browser
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Hello again!

A little change of pace here at Discovering Belgium: "Weekly Inspiration’
has become "Monthly Inspiration”

The idea is simple: a little inspiration each month to help you discover
more of Belgium, with seasonal ideas, interesting places to visit, new
stories, and some old favourites worth revisiting.

| hope you'll find something here to inspire you.

Denzil

THIS MONTH'S STORY

Hercule Poirot: The Belgian detective created by an English
novelist who never once visited Belgium

Hercule Poirot is an intriguing addition to my Famous Belgians series.

This fictional Belgian became one of the most recognisable detectives in
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the world. Created by English novelist Agatha Christie, he is famous for
his magnificent moustache, meticulous habits, distinctive English, and
reliance on what he called his “little grey cells”

But how Belgian is Poirot? And how did Christie invent him when she had
never been to Belgium?

Find out how a refugee policeman with a moustache became
aglobalicon

‘One does not simply browse, Hastings. One investigates'

WHAT'S IN SEASON?
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Octoberis a wonderful month for a woodland walk in Belgium. The
leaves are changing, the forest floors are full of seeds and nuts, and

there's still enough daylight for a good outing.

Deep in the Ardennes lies the vast 7,000-hectare Anlier Forest, where
deer, wild boar, foxes and even wildcats roam. Check out these seven
trails ranging from gentle outings to longer hikes

7 Trails through Anlier Forest

Flanders isn't renowned for its vast forests as is Wallonia, but it does
have a number of smaller woods that are worth exploring and enjoying.
| suggest two per province, so wherever you are, there's one near you.

10 Woodland Walks in Flanders

Within easy reach of Brussels, Tervuren Park is beautiful in autumn - but
its back-story is anything but peaceful. This audio walk takes you
through the park's fascinating history, including the Africa Museum and
the extraordinary 1897 Brussels International Exhibition

Tervuren Park Audio Walk

Autumn in Belgium turns the forest floor into a treasure hunt: conkers,
acorns, hazelnuts, beechmast, walnuts and more. But which are edible
— and which should you leave alone? My illustrated guide covers 20

seeds and nuts you're likely to encounter on an autumn walk.

Download the Seeds & Nuts Field ID Guide (4 EUR)
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One of my favourite autumn walks is this 11 km trail full of golden colours

through the Bois de St. Lambert, near Huy.

NEW ON THE BLOG

A journey through Belgium'’s floral heritage

Belgium grows over 300 million ornamental plants each year, making the
country one of Europe's top horticultural exporters. This article traces the
roots of that legacy, suggests some gardens worth visiting, and

connects the story to broader European floral traditions.

Three ideas for a day trip in Belgium

Ghent in Flanders, Dinant in Wallonia, and Brussels itself. | describe
their atmospheres, food, architecture, and practical sightseeing routes.

Paradise Lost? 200 years of Belgium’s love affair with glass

Running until 25 October, Paradise Lost? is a new exhibition at Meise
Botanic Garden that traces 200 years of Belgian glasshouse
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architecture. A lovely and informative afternoon out.

Four day retreats and short yoga courses to try across

Belgium

Belgium's yoga scene has quietly built up a good number of single-day
and short weekend options. You arrive in the morning, leave in the
evening (or the next day), and in between you get a proper reset:
movement, breathwork, sometimes a hike, and usually a good meal.

One yoga retreat takes place at Zom'Altitude in Blicquy, near Ath, in

this striking geodesic dome with a glass star ceiling

Enjoyed this month's ideas? If you know someone who enjoys discovering
Belgium, feel free to pass this newsletter on. It's the nicest thing you can do
for a small newsletter.

Until next month,

Denzil
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